The October 2016 


Pallarat 
Naturalist 


Spotlight on Ballarat Remnants 
Presented by Elspeth Swan 


Elspeth presented photos and information 
on 15 local remnant reserves. She 
explained that remnants were _ small 
pockets of vegetation surrounded by urban 
or rural development. One feature of 
interest was an aerial view of each reserve 
“<> | Showing its remnant character. Although 

ae ee iM “Bs widely different in size and biota, each 
mice weet eg ee | reserve shared some common issues — rare 
plants and the need to protect them, weed 
infestations (some severe), and 
development in general as a threatening process. Active management seemed 
to be the key to preserving the quality of these remnants. Members agreed 
that excursions to these sites should be high on the list of future field trips by 
the club. 


Elspeth also showed some blogs — online places to share information — 


including Spotlight on Victorian Remnants 
(volcanicplainsspotlight.wordpress.com) and the Victorian Volcanic Plains 
Conservation Management Network pm 


(victorianvolcanicplainscmn.wordpress.com), |, 
and encouraged members to explore these for f 
more information. 


- Article by Bill Elder, photos by Elspeth Swan 


- The Victorian Volcanic Plains Conservation 


Management Network is also on twitter, 
(VVPCMN 


Book Review 
The Invention of Nature by Andrea Wulf 


Sub-titled, The Adventures of Alexander Von 


WINNER OF THE 2015 COTA nioorarny AWARD 


The Humboldt, The Lost Hero of Science, this 1s a 
INVEN PE ITON_ comprehensive and fascinating 473-page account 
of of the life of one of our greatest, most original and 


NATURE probably quite forgotten field naturalists. 


The Adventures ° ° 
ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT Alexander Von Humboldt was ostensibly a botanist 


The Loat Here of 


— bringing home to Europe many thousands of 
plant specimens representing thousands of new 
species, previously unknown and undescribed. He 
was also fascinated by the processes which form 
the earth, exploring as many volcanoes as he could 
meron every continent he visited. He was an 
accomplished climber. His interest in geology 
generally gave him a wider appreciation of natural 
science as he discovered that all the natural processes on earth were related 
and relied upon each other in many ways. 


Importantly, Humboldt was way ahead of his time. On his first expedition to 
South America, he recognised how influential human behaviour was on the 
Surrounding environment. Where forests were cleared he noted processes 
such as soil loss, localised climate change, erosion and other degradation as 
direct results of human exploitation — this in 1802! 


Humboldt has more organisms named after him than any other person, a 
measure of his breadth of knowledge and influence in the scientific 
community of the first half of the nineteenth century. 100 years after Carl 
Linnaeus devised and popularised the binomial classification system for 
naming new species, Humboldt advocated a more ecological system. Where 
Linnaeus’s system of taxonomy relied heavily on the individual 
characteristics of the sexual parts of plants, the stamen and pistils, Humboldt 
used his keen observations over three continents to suggest connections 
between plants, climate and geography. Through vegetation zones, he gave 
“western science a new lens through which to view the natural world’. The 
modern concept of analogue forestry, for instance, owes a lot to the ecological 
connectedness that Humboldt saw during his travels. 


In a feat of name-dropping, author Wulf explains how Humboldt was friend 
or confidante to Johann Goethe, Simon Bolivar, Georges Cuvier, King 
Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia, Isambard Brunel (the English engineer), Sir 
Joseph Banks, U.S. President Thomas Jefferson, and philosopher Frederick 
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Schilling, amongst others. He was also a contemporary of Charles Darwin 
(although he never read The Origin of Species), Joseph Hooker, Alessandro 
Volta, Wordsworth and Coleridge, among many other luminaries of the time. 
He died in 1859 at the aged of 89. 


Supporting material to the main text includes huge amounts of notes, 
information on Humboldt’s publications, a full listing of sources and 
bibliography, and a comprehensive index. Published by John Murray, Great 
Britain in 2015. Winner of the 2015 Costa Biography Award. Paperback $25 
approx. Hardcover $50 approx. 


Thoroughly recommended to anyone interested in natural systems, plants, 
travel and exploration, Humboldt, the man, represents all that many field 
naturalists might aspire to in terms of knowledge and experiences. It is a 
ereat read and thoroughly informative. 


-Bill Elder 


Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary Excursion 
Leader — John Gregurke 


Sixteen Ballarat field nats met a similar 
number from Geelong field nats bird 
eroup at the Clare Miller Environment 
Centre. David Coutts gave us a short 
introduction to the Clarkesdale Bird 
Sanctuary. We then split into 2 mixed 
eroups for a walk through the Bird 
©) Paddock. A total of 58 species were seen. 
Grey Goshawk were seen several times 
during the walk. Other raptors were 
Wedge-tailed Eagle and Collared 


J " 


Tit qo 4 ," 
Striated Pardalotes - Indra Bone 


Sparrowhawk. The most numerous birds seen were White-naped Honeyeater, 
Crimson Rosella, Striated Pardalote, Superb Fairy-wren, Grey Shrike-thrush 
and Grey Fantail. Notable birds were 4 Blue-winged Parrots and the first 
Rufous Whistler for this spring. 


Lunch was enjoyed on the veranda of the Clare Miller Environment Centre. 
During a short walk, a pair of Spotted Pardalotes were seen on a bank where 
they appeared to be nesting. 


On a short stop at Devil's Kitchen we did not see Peregrine Falcons near the 
nest site on the cliff, but they were seen flying in the area. Hopefully they 
will begin nesting soon. 


compare and identify raptors seen as Sam 
silhouettes when Wedge-tailed Eagle, iam 
Little Eagle and Whistling Kite were 
soaring high above us. Two Black [Ra Ne 

Kites flew low over us as we said | a Eg es 
farewell before heading home in Happy Valley - Carol Hall 
various directions. 


-John Gregurke 


FNCB & GFNC, Devil's Kitchen - Carol Hall 


Field report 
Morels, Morchella elata. 


On September 4th I found large numbers of Morels Morchella elata at the 
Rise and Shine Conservation Reserve near yaaa about seven 
kilometres south of Newstead. Elspeth found a ae rb oe 
few morels at this spot on a Field Nat’s excursion | 
in September 2011. The conical fruiting body of f= 
this fungus consists of a network of folds, ashen [ 
erey when young, then with translucent orange PB 
tints and finally turning black when mature. Some | 
fruit bodies were up to 150mm tall. It seems that 
this fungus fruits after a wet winter. 


-Les Hanrahan 


Summarised Bird List, Saturday September 3 


Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary: Bird Paddock, Clare Miller Environment Centre; 
Devil's Kitchen; Happy Valley Crossing Streamside Reserve 


Number of birds (number of sites) 


Australian Wood Duck 3 (2) Weebill 4 (1) 
Grey Teal 3 (1) Dusky Woodswallow 2 (1) 
Australian White Ibis 1 (1) Grey Butcherbird 1 (1) 
Little Eagle 1 (1) Australian Magpie 12 (4) 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 3. (3) Grey Currawong 8 (3) 
Grey Goshawk 1 (1) Varied Sittella 3 (1) 
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 (1) Crested Shrike-tit 1 (1) 
Black Kite 1 (1) Grey Shrikethrush 16 (4) 
Whistling Kite 1 (1) Golden Whistler ll (3) 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 5 (3) Rufous Whistler 1 (1) 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 2 (2) Gtey Fantail 16 (5) 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 4 (2) Australian Raven 4 (1) 
Laughing Kookaburra 4 (2) Little Raven 2 (1) 
Nankeen Kestrel 1 (1) White-winged Chough 14 (1) 
Brown Falcon 1 (1) Jacky Winter 2 (2) 
Black Falcon 1 (1) Scarlet Robin 7 (2) 
Galah 7 (2) Eastern Yellow Robin 6 (3) 
Long-billed Corella 8 (1) Welcome Swallow 7 (4) 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 9 (2) Tree Martin 4 (1) 
Blue-winged Parrot 4 (1) Silvereye 4 (1) 
Crimson Rosella 26 (3) Common Blackbird 1 (1) 
White-throated Treecreeper 10 (3) Common Starling 1 (1) 
Superb Fairywren 18 (3) Mistletoebird 4 (2) 
Eastern Spinebill 10 (3) -Bird List, Craig Morley 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 14 (4)  -Striated Pardalote, Indra Bone 
Red Wattlebird 10 (3) 


New Holland Honeyeater 10 (4) 
White-naped Honeyeater 28 (3) 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 4 (1) 
Spotted Pardalote 14 (4) 
Striated Pardalote 24 (5) 
White-browed Scrubwren 6 (3) 
Buft-rumped Thornbill 13 (3) 
Brown Thornbill 12 (4) 
Striated Thornbill 4 (3) 


Excerpts from FNCB Meeting Minutes September 2, 2016 
Attendance: President John Gregurke welcomed 23 members 


Apologies: C & A Baulch, D & E Thurgood, P & E Noble, M Sorrell, P & C 
Dalman, S Sorrell, A and I Bone, R Winton, W McGuire, J Petheram and M 
Rich 


Business Arising from Previous Meeting: Membership and insurance 
renewed with Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria. 


Correspondence in: From Bendigo Bank: Request to email our statement to 
the secretary; online bank statement for savings account. From Roger 
Thomas, BEN Reserve Manager: Plant & bird list for Newtown Rec Reserve; 
confirmation that we added a few new species to the list. From Susan Kruss, 
Fed Uni: summary of values originally documented for Berringa Flora & 
Fauna Reserve and Mt Misery Garden; Stella Bedggood’s photos of an 
Eastern Pygmy Possum on a banksia flower in Misery Ck Garden; request to 
interview Genny Binns re. her early memories of FNCB. From Peter Rogers, 
SEANA: email urging more clubs to send representatives to their AGM. 
From Jade Craven, Geelong FNC: request for information about Club 
membership and FNCB’s planned field trip to bushfire affected areas around 
Scotsburn/ Clarendon next Feb. From Wombat Forestcare: email highlighting 
concerns about the amount of planned burning proposed for the Wombat 
Forest and Hepburn Regional Park and the lack of a draft Fire Operations 
Plan to provide feedback on before the approved FOP was released on Aug 5. 


Correspondence out: To Club Members: invitations to presentation on BEN 
website development/ feedback on Aug 25, and to National Landcare 
Conference and Awards Sep 21-23; details of SEANA General Meeting; 
advanced notice of SEANA Autumn Camp at Sale in 2017; invitation to Bill 
and Kathy’s open house on Sustainable House Day Sep. 11; flyer for 
presentation on “Indigenous Water Knowledge and Cultural Flows”, 
Australian Society for Limnology on Sep 28; VNPA information; invite to 
Slaty Creek planting day. To Susan Kruss: Thanks for her ongoing sharing of 
discoveries from the FNCB history books; Genny B’s acceptance to be 
interviewed. To John Gregurke, Roger Thomas, Peter Muller, Peter & Jenny 
Sedgwick: information about training/ update session for Victorian 
Biodiversity Atlas users to be held by DELWP, Aug 25. 


Reports: Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $8,176.07, income $80.50, 
expenses $190.30, closing balance $8,066.27. 


John Gregurke briefly reported on the BEN website presentation given by 
Peter Noble on Aug 25. 12 FNCB members were part of a 30-strong crowd 
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and heard details of the functionality of the proposed online portal. 


General Business 
The excursion for October 9 1s Orchids around Scarsdale led by Emily Noble 
and Bill Elder. 


Volunteers were requested for a wildflower walk by Friends of Canadian 
Corridor, on Sunday Oct. 2, lead by Roger Thomas. Bill and Kathy Elder will 
support; Emily and Peter Noble are expected to also attend. 


Bull Elder asked members to consider commencing a junior field naturalist 
club. There 1s some interest and demand in Ballarat for such a group and the 
discussion was supportive. Members mentioned that other clubs 1n the region 
have or have had junior groups. The Waterwatch program was suggested as a 
200d model to use when planning junior activities. 


For the record - the article on the Excursions of BEN reserves was written by 
John Petheram, not John Gregurke. 


Carol Hall has copies of volumes one to five of the Moths of Victoria field 
suides and is willing to part with them for a discounted price — anyone 
interested, please see Carol. 


Please send contributions for the November newsletter to Tammie Cornford. 
Email address on pg 8. 


Show & Tell/ Field Reports 
Observations of koala crossing the main road between Meredith and Elaine. 


Indigofera being stripped by hairy caterpillar, probably Black-bodied Brown 
Tailed Moth. 


Little ravens, Masked Lapwings nesting. 
Demise of Elspeth and Paul’s resident copperhead snake. 
Nodding greenhoods enjoying wetter conditions. 


Inspection of tiles along Mt Mercer Rd yielded a number of Fat-tailed 
Dunnarts. 


CALENDAR 2016 


October 
1-9 ANN Get-together, WA 
Fri 7 Something that is interesting me at the moment in the natural 


world, Members’ presentations 

Sun 9 Exc.: Orchids in Scarsdale, Emily Noble & Bill Elder, club 
members 

Tue 25 Committee meeting Bill Elder's 


November 

Fri 4 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture, Victorian Volcanic Plains 
Grassland ecology and conservation, Dr John Morgan, Grassland 
Ecologist, Latrobe University 

Sun 6 Exc.: Victorian Volcanic Plains Grasslands, Rokewood, 
Corindhap, Emily Noble, club member 


Committee 

President John Gregurke 

Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 

Secretary Emily Noble 

Treasurer Les Hanrahan 
Claire Dalman Val Hocking 
Peter Dalman John Mildren 
Bill Elder Andy Arnold 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary: Emily Noble 
Editors: | Fran Hanrahan 
Tammie Corntord 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies and Greg- 
ory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 
Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr 
Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # AOO14919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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